
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

          
  

         
 

         
  

                                                                     
 

                                              

   

 

 

 
 

By Ian Kay 

  

First Century Scouting in Rochdale - 
a history of Rochdale District from 1907 to 2007 

 

http://www.scoutbase.org.uk/library/clipart/old_logos/gp2-t.gif


First Century Scouting in Rochdale ï a history of Rochdale District from 1907 to 2007 

[2] 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

First Century Scouting in Rochdale  
 

A history of  
Rochdale District from 1907 to 2007 

 



First Century Scouting in Rochdale ï a history of Rochdale District from 1907 to 2007 

[3] 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Century Scouting in Rochdale 
a history of Rochdale District from 1907 to 2007 

 

By 
Ian Kay 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

February 2008 



First Century Scouting in Rochdale ï a history of Rochdale District from 1907 to 2007 

[4] 
 

Contents 

INTRODUCTION 9 

1907-1917 10 

Scouting begins 10 

Early rally and visit of the Chief Scout 11 

The Great War Years 11 

National Award for Rochdale Scout 12 

1917-1927 13 

19
th
 Rochdale Hold Whit Camp 13 

Sport plays itôs part in the programme 13 

Imperial Jamboree 13 

French Scouts welcome 14 

Championship Flag 14 

Annual Gilwell reunion 15 

Scouts serve the community 15 

A time for new Headquarters 15 

Rochdale Association re-organises 16 

Silver Cross Awarded 16 

Mayorôs Own Troop 16 

Rail strike does not stop a committed District 
Cub Master 16 

Resignation from the County Scout Council 16 

1927-1937 17 

Good Turns 17 

Scouts Week 17 

Scouts to the rescue 17 

Arrowe Park Jamboree 17 

St Georgeôs Day Service 18 

Camp Wardens & Assistant District 
Commissioner appointed 18 

The beginning of ñAò Groups 18 

Arts & Crafts 19 

Scouts on call 19 

Appointment of Honorary Surgeon 19 

First District Levy? 19 

Scouts assist at Trades Fair 19 

Annual District Dinner Dance 19 

Cub Masters Camp 19 

Princess Royalôs Visit to Rochdale 19 

District Jamboree 19 

Assistance from County Fund 19 

Scout Camping Shield 19 

Kingôs Silver Jubilee 19 

County St Georgeôs Day Service 20 

Rochdale Association Registered 20 

Coronation 20 

1937-1947 21 

BPôs Birthday 21 

American Scout gives a talk 21 

Scouts Employment Bureau 21 

District HQ is let 21 

Association re-organises again 21 

Old Scouts 21 

Boy Scouts Appeal 21 

District Camp Site 21 

Rochdale has its second District 
Commissioner 22 

Air Raid Precautions Scouts 22 



First Century Scouting in Rochdale ï a history of Rochdale District from 1907 to 2007 

[5] 
 

Scouts support refugee fund 22 

Rochdaleôs Mayor invested 22 

Scouts join the Womanôs Voluntary Service 22 

Reunion & Scoutannica Review 22 

Camp site sold 22 

War time PLôs Meeting 22 

Ladies Committee do their bit for the war 23 

Scouts tackle blaze 23 

Scouts help their Country 23 

BPôs Memorial Service 23 

Scouts war effort 23 

Troops welcome new members 24 

Central Organisation 24 

Castleton Scouts camp in Wales 24 

Patrol Leaders Camp 24 

Installing Air Raid Shelters 24 

37th Wolf Cub Pack 24 

The Cornwell Award 24 

Commissionerôs Appeal 25 

Annual Scout Week 25 

Air Scouts 25 

Rose Hip Collection 25 

Royal Visit 25 

Chief Scout Visits Ashworth Valley Scout 
Camp 25 

District Scout & Guide Week 26 

1947 - 1957 27 

Welcome Home Dinner 27 

Rochdaleôs third DC 27 

Annual General Meeting Appeal 27 

Welcome Cash 27 

World Jamborees 27 

Recycling 27 

DC & ADCôs Butlinôs Conference 27 

St Georgeôs Day at the Cinema 27 

Rover Scout Moot 27 

Rochdale ñGang Showò 27 

Tragic Accident 28 

District Trip to Blackpool 28 

New District Headquarters 28 

Bob-a Job week 29 

Flood Relief Work 29 

Bryning Swimming Trophy 29 

ACC for Handicapped Scouts 29 

Turkish Scouts Visit 29 

St Georgeôs Day Parade 29 

Scout Officials visits Ashworth 29 

SE Lancashire County Badge 29 

First Annual Swimming Gala 29 

Scouts clean cenotaph 29 

1957 ï 1967 31 

New Scout HQ in Church Grounds 31 

Chief Scout Visits Ashworth 31 

Cub Sports 31 

New HQ for Spotland Scouts 31 

Hong Kong Boy joins First Rochdale Scouts 31 

Scouts County Rally 31 

Scout receives Gilt Cross 32 

Ashworthôs 21
st
 Birthday 32 



First Century Scouting in Rochdale ï a history of Rochdale District from 1907 to 2007 

[6] 
 

7
th
A Scouts are prepared 32 

Churchill Fund Appeal 32 

Unique Presentation 33 

Wolf Cubs 50
th
 Birthday 33 

Youngest Queenôs Scout 33 

Cub Leaders Conference 33 

Abefan Disaster 33 

1967-1977 34 

Inter denominational Service 34 

Last Scouts Queenôs Scout Awards 34 

Rochdaleôs 6th DC appointed 34 

First Rochdale Diamond Jubilee 34 

Appeal for new District HQ funds 35 

1300 Cub caps in one place 35 

3C Gang Show 35 

700 trees planted at Ashworth 35 

County Rally 35 

GMN was formed 35 

GSL Retires to concentrate on District 36 

Cosmorama 36 

Jubilee Sixerôs Camp 36 

Canoe Regatta 36 

1977 -1987 37 

Queenôs Jubilee Rally 37 

Janet Cotton Memorial Pack Holiday Centre 37 

Train Trip to London 37 

1982 The Year of the Scout 37 

Medal for meritorious conduct 37 

7th A Rochdale Ski Austria 37 

Ashworthôs 40
th

 37 

Ranch House Opened 37 

3C Camporee ï 1986 37 

1987 ï 1997 39 

District Open Day 39 

Go for a million 39 

75
th
 Anniversary of Cub Scouting 39 

Chief Goes North 40 

Soccer school 40 

Ashworth Valley Improvements 40 

About Scouts 40 

Sea Canoeing 40 

Cubs On Air 41 

Link Club and Scouts Camp 41 

County Cubs take over Pontins 41 

Beaver indoor fireworks 41 

Remembrance Parade 41 

Beaver pantomime visit 41 

Ventures finalists in Bat Polo 41 

Presentation Evening 42 

Darlington Hike & First Aid Competition 42 

Ashworthôs 50
th
 Year 42 

Beaver Fun Day 42 

Scout Cooking Competition 42 

Euro Jam 42 

Help for Uganda 43 

Royal Visit 43 

Good Turns 43 

St Georgeôs Day Parades 44 



First Century Scouting in Rochdale ï a history of Rochdale District from 1907 to 2007 

[7] 
 

Kite & Kart Day 44 

Sporting Weekend 44 

VJ Parade 44 

World Jamboree 44 

District Gala Open Day 45 

County Beaver Day 45 

Special Remembrance Day 45 

Ashworth hosts Regional Camp 45 

District Camps 45 

First go to Switzerland 45 

Cubs celebrate 45 

Bondi Ventures on TV 46 

1997 - 2007 47 

Whitworthôs New HQ 47 

District Website 47 

90 years of Scouting Camp 47 

Patrol Leaderôs Training Course 47 

Opening of Greater Manchester County HQ 47 

Millennium Challenge 47 

North 2000 Jamboree 48 

Beaver Scout Wedding 48 

Rochdale Observer Thanks Badge 48 

Rochdaleôs tenth DC 48 

Ashworth Valley Activities 48 

Wardle Scouts Show 49 

Pioneer Explorer Scouts 49 

20
th
 World Jamboree 49 

Ashworth Valley 60th 49 

Scouts Service Continues 49 

Tsunami Appeal 49 

Cub Scout Activities 50 

New St Georgeôs Day Service Venue 50 

First Beaver Scouts Visit Dublin Zoo 50 

Scouts camping 2006 50 

Joint Cub Camp 50 

Centenary St Georgeôs Day 50 

Always Prepared 51 

Centenary Camp 51 

Centenary Exhibition 51 

Sunrise Ceremony 51 

21
st
 World Jamboree 52 

First Chief Scoutôs Gold Award 52 

Cubs Halloween Event 52 

Presentation Commemorating Rochdale 
Scoutingôs Centenary 52 

DISTRICT COMMISSIONERS 54 

GROUPS 58 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 59 

INDEX 60 

 
 

 
 



First Century Scouting in Rochdale ï a history of Rochdale District from 1907 to 2007 

[8] 
 



First Century Scouting in Rochdale ï a history of Rochdale District from 1907 to 2007 

[9] 
 

Introduction 
 
One hundred years is a lot of years ï a lot of 
changes, and a lot of achievements!  
 
Scouting was started in Rochdale as early as it 
did because an adult was prepared to discuss 
the topic of the day with a young person and the 
young person was confident and honest enough 
to tell the adult he was talking rubbish! 
 
A century later and Explorer Scouts, Patrol 
Leaders and Cub Sixers are still encouraged by 
similar minded adults to voice their opinions and 
shape the Scout Movement in Rochdale for its 
second century.  
 
The Districtôs Scouting has been guided by many 
very important people of Rochdale namely the 
thousands of adults who have given of their time. 
It is to these people that this book is dedicated. 
 
Some adults have received national Scouting 
awards in the form of Chief Scouts 
Commendations, Medals of Merit, Silver Acorns 
or Silver Wolfs and their bars in recognition of 
outstanding service. 
 
Some have got their names in print in the local 
papers and hence some have found their place 
in this history. There are hundreds more who 
have acted as leaders, helpers, administrators, 
supporters and sponsors whoôs names are not 
included. 
 
But letôs remember that their contributions are 
not forgotten for without them this history and the 
thousands of young peopleôs lives changed by 
their efforts would not have been realised. 
 
Collecting together the material for this book has 
illustrated that people have fond memories of 
their involvement in Rochdale Scouting. Be this 
as a young person or an adult the effect on so 
many lives is enormous.  
 
Young people thrust into responsible roles when 
the men of the town went off to war. Individual 
youngsters who have found support and 
encouragement in Scouting, that wasnôt provided 
in their home life, enabling them to develop, and 
in later years, take on what their parents thought 
would be impossible. 
 
Friendships that have stood the test of time 
made whilst in the Scouts are too numerous to 
list. There are also the marriages as a result of 
people meeting through Scouting. 
 
Think of the number of exports from Rochdale to 
other towns and countries where skills developed  

 
 
 
 
through Rochdale Scouting have been spread far 
and wide.  
 
There are politicians, doctors, nurses, 
accountants, managers, and indeed all walks of 
life around that owe their leadership, 
organisational and management skills to those 
adults who have served as role models and 
leaders. 
 
As you dip into this book to read about the 
Districtôs history remember what is recorded but 
please also reflect on the points raised above in 
relation to the fantastic achievements made in 
the lives of thousands of people as a direct result 
of an involvement with Rochdale Scouting. 
 
If through reading this it has brought back 
memories, unlocked those gems from the past, 
or given ideas for the future of Scouting in 
Rochdale then I have achieved what I set out to 
do.  
 
If you have information that could be added to a 
second edition of this book then get in touch with 
the secretary of Rochdale District Scout Council 
who can be contacted via The Scout Association, 
Gilwell Park, Bury Road, Chingford, London, E4 
7QW. 
 
It only leaves me to now wish all those currently 
involved in Rochdale Scouting and to those in 
years to come who will join them along with all 
who read this history every happiness in their 
journey along the Scouting trail. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ian Kay 
 

February 2008  

 
 
 
 
 

Be Prepared 
 

Around the world in forces strong 
Of every class and creed, 

A gallant band who right the 
wrong, 

And want nothing for their deed. 
In uniforms of grey and beige, 

They do a chore each day. 
This movement will last from age 

to age 
Now BP has shown the way. 

 
Origin unknown 

(Found in a 1965 edition of the 7thA 
Rochdaleôs ñSpotlightò newsletter. 
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1907-1917 

Scouting begins 
Scouting started in Rochdale, in the same way 
as elsewhere in the United Kingdom, directly 
from the publication written by the founder 
Robert Baden-Powell. 

 
 

Without any formal structure or indeed adult 
leadership young people in Rochdale, like 
elsewhere in the country, started to follow the 
ideas in Scouting for Boys which was published 
in fortnightly parts beginning in January 
1908.This had been written following Baden-
Powellôs successful experimental camp on 
Brownsea Island in August 1907. 

 
A Sunday School Teacher at St Jamesô Church 
Wardleworth by the name of Mr John Waller was 
one day pouring scorn on the new idea of BP 
Scouts when one member of his class told him 
he didnôt know what he was talking about.  
 

 
John Waller 

 
Even at the very beginning the abilities of youth 
to shape the Scout Movement were the driving 
force ï and long may this be so!  
 
The young person convinced Mr Waller to make 
more enquires and he was persuaded to start a 
Scout Troop attached to St Jamesôs Church. It 
officially started in October 1908 with 9 boys. 
 

Mr Waller continued to run the First Rochdale 
Scouts until the mid 1920ôs so that young person 
had obviously had a major effect on his life as 
indeed Mr Waller had on many other young 
people.  
 
One such person was Cec Bellarby who in 1958 
recalled his memories to Mrs Darlington the 
Secretary of the First Rochdale Group which are 
the reference for some of the early First 
Rochdale history recounted in this publication. 
 
Mr Waller used to run ñScouts Ownsò on Sunday 
evenings once a month which consisted of a 
short address given by him or an outsider 
followed by favourite Moody or Sankey hymns. 
Afterwards the Scouts used to play draughts or 
chess, which often continued outside on the 
streets by gas light, using pocket chess sets, 
after Mr Waller had closed up. 
 
Meetings were held in rooms in and around the 
Wardleworth Area and even at one point in a 
rented house on the moors at Healey Stones. 
The meeting place was not important it was the 
activities that the Scouts wanted. 
 
During these pioneering days of Scouting there 
was no such thing as a National Association 
Headquarters let alone a District so very early 
history is difficult to obtain. 
 
We can however say that by the end of the first 
decade Rochdale did have a local Association 
which covered the area of Rochdale, Heywood, 
Littleborough, Castleton, Milnrow, New Hey, 
Norden, Whitworth Todmorden and other 
Districts in the vicinity 
 
One interesting letter to the Rochdale Observer 
in November 1908 (A months after The First 
Rochdale Troop was formed) read as follows: 
  

ñSir, - May we, through the medium of 
your paper, draw the attention of the 
public to the practice of some boys 
posing as ñBoy Scoutsò?  They are 
reported as having solicited 
subscriptions for Scout Club. Boy Scouts 
should be self supporting, and one 
principle lesson learnt by them is self-
reliance. We hope therefore, that the 
public will refuse to subscribe to any 
application for pecuniary aid ï no true 
Scout would make such application.  
Yours, etc.,  
R Fitton RW Taylor (Scoutmasters) 1

st
 & 

2
nd

 Rochdale Nuttall Street,  
November 12

th
 1908.ò 

.  
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In 1914 there were 16 Troops and a total 
membership of 446 which included 16 
Scoutmasters and 21 Assistant Scout Masters 
 
By February 1917 the registration form for 
Rochdale Boy Scout Association sent to the Boy 
Scouts Association in London recorded a total 
membership of 861 in 20 Groups. Three of these 
having by this time 34 Wolf Cubs - this being 
nearly a 100% growth in less than three years. 
 

The full registration form is printed in the appendices 

 

Early rally and visit of the Chief 
Scout  
In September 1912 there was a Boy Scouts Rally 
in Heywood Park when the Scouts were 
inspected by Captain AL Spafford the adjutant of 
the 6

th
 (Rochdale) Battalion of the Lancashire 

Fusiliers.  After the inspections the Scouts took 
part in signalling, ambulance and other work.  

  

 
 
The Rochdale Observer had, just prior to Baden 
Powellôs visit in 1912, published a letter which 
started:  
 
ñSir ï a few years ago Rochdale held a 
prominent position in the Scout Movement. 
Unlucky now when the Chief Scout is paying his 
first visit to the town the movement is probably at 
its lowest ebb.ò   

 
It went on to say that in surrounding districts like 
Heywood rapid progress is being made but that 
in Rochdale ñIt was discovering persons who 
were willing to sacrifice some of their leisure by 
becoming scoutmastersò that was the issue - a 
theme which was to repeat itself right up to this 
day.  
 
An article in the Rochdale Observer prior to the 
visit of the Chief stated how ñwithin four years the 
Boy Scouts had become so familiar that the 
eminently practical and common sense uniform it 
has long since ceased to cause surprise. No 
movement, probably, has made so many friends 
in so short a time; everyone has a good word to 
say for the Scouts; they have won a reputation 
for reliability and straightness as well as for 
practical capabilities and usefulnessò 
 
The Chief arrived on the Tuesday Evening at 
around 7 oôclock by car from Manchester via 
Middleton and was greeted by the Mayor 
Alderman Cunliffe as he arrived at the Town Hall 
four buglers, Walter Cragg (Castleton); James 
Butterworth (3

rd
 Heywood); Charles Stansfield 

(Castleton) and John Hall (3
rd

 Heywood) 
sounded the general salute which Baden Powell 
acknowledged. He then gave his address which 
lasted an hour and a half followed by an 
inspection of the Boy Scouts in Fleece Street. A 
dense crowd of many thousand packed the 
streets in order to get a glimps of the popular 
general. He then took to his car again and 
travelled on to Oldham to address a further 
gathering. 
 

 
First decade Scout Uniform 

               

The Great War Years                                    
The war of 1914 to 1919 saw members of 
Rochdale Scout Association leave to fight for 
their Country some never to return, whilst others 
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stayed at home and provided all sorts of service. 
Scouting in Rochdale continued. 
 
It was noted that men and boys who have been 
trained as Scouts were much quicker to settle 
down to their new life in the army. 
 
The Prime Minister Lloyd George wrote in 1917: 
 

ñI do not think that I am exaggerating 
when I say that the young boyhood of 
our country, represented by the Boy 
Scout Association, shares the laurels for 
having been prepared with the old and 
tried British Army & Navy. It is no small 
matter to be proud of that the 
Association was able within a month of 
the outbreak of war to give the most 
energetic and intelligent help in all kinds 
of ways.ò 
 

Scouts were prepared as first aiders, 
messengers, lookouts as well as standing in for 
those men who had gone to war in all sorts of 
ways.  
 
People came to realise that the Boy Scouts were 
trained to lead upright, honest, healthy lives, to 
be strictly honourable in all their dealings - in a 
word, to become good citizens. 
 

National Award for Rochdale 
Scout 

 
 
In November of 1917 the Gilt Cross was awarded 
to Scout J Sharp of the 6

th
 Rochdale (Unitarians) 

for stopping a runaway horse. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



First Century Scouting in Rochdale ï a history of Rochdale District from 1907 to 2007 

[13] 
 

1917-1927 
 
In 1918 Rochdale Scouts had their first District 
Commissioner. Alderman C Bryning was 
appointed and he went on to lead the district for 
the next 21 years. In 1927 he also combined his 
Scouting with that of being the Townôs Mayor. 
 

 
 

In August 1919 The Rochdale Association held a 
Scouts Gala at Rochdale Association Football 
Ground. 
 
In 1919 the First Rochdale troop had its 
headquarters in Haynes Street and after the 
meeting on Saturday afternoons used to parade 
with drums and bugles up to Healey Stones 
wearing their brown jerseys, red scarves tied in a 
knot, broad brimmed hats and carrying a scout 
stave, where they played wide games or went 
tracking followed by cooking tea and then having 
a camp fire. 
 
1921 saw a District bazaar being held which was 
opened by Lord Hampton 
 

19
th

 Rochdale Hold Whit Camp 
 25 Boys from the ñTurners Ownò Troop left their 
headquarters in Halliwell Street at Whitsuntide 
1919 and had a a fantastic camp at Calderbrook. 
In the Sunday morning they left camp to attend a 
Church Parade at St Jamesôs Church 
Calderbrook.  
 

 
 

The Turnerôs Own Troop was sponsored by 
Turner Brothers Asbestos Company 

Sport plays itôs part in the 
programme 
Around 1920 the First Rochdale Troop had a pair 
of parallel bars in the Headquarters and they ran 
a PT class. It was at one of these classes that 
one of the Scouts broke his collar bone and 
when he arrived at hospital the rest of the scouts 
were congratulated on by the Doctor for their first 
aid skills. 
 
In 1924 a Scouts Football League was started in 
Rochdale and Rochdale Harriers invited the 
Rochdale Association of Boy Scouts to take part 
in a special Scouts relay race at their annual 
sports day.  
 

 
 

In January 1925 Rochdale challenged Heywood 
District to a wide game at Crimble Wood. 
 
In October 1927 a Troop boxing competition took 
place 

Imperial Jamboree 
A contingent of Scouts from Rochdale joined 500 
others from South East Lancashire Scout County 
in 1924 to attend the Imperial Jamboree.  
 

 
 

The Jamboree was held during the British 
Empire Exhibition at Wembley and brought 
together over 8,000 Scouts from 21 independent 
countries and 12 British dependencies which 
were reviewed by  King George.  
 
About 5,000 camped, the rest lodging in 
makeshift boarding houses or at the vast 
Olympia Hall in London where the Jamboree 
took place. 
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The festivities lasted for eight days in heavy rain. 
It was a combination of exhibition, fairground and 
parades on a vast scale with an infinite variety of 
games, sports, Scouting skills, singing, and stage 
shows.  
The Jamboree was viewed well by the public.  
 
The presence of the reigning monarch and two 
heirs to the British throne gave it the seal of royal 
approval and proved that Scouting was taken 
seriously even in high places. 
 

 
Letter from BP after the Jamboree 

 
At the height of the festivities, an amusing 
suggestion was put forward by James E. West, 
Chief Scout Executive of the Boy Scouts of 
America.  His proposal, made half in jest and half 
seriously, was that Baden Powell should be 
awarded the title of Great Indian Chief.  
 
 
B.P. found the idea amusing but during the 
initiation ceremony the following day, one of the 
young Scouts in the huge audience suddenly 
shouted "Long live the Chief Scout of the World." 
The cry was taken up by thousands, and Baden 
Powell was officially acclaimed as Chief Scout of 
the World. 

 

French Scouts welcome  
In August 1924 about 20 members of the 3rd 
Rochdale (Castleton) Troop held a camp in Lille 
in Northern France. 
 
They were met with the sight of their tents 
already up. Their French hosts having done the 
work for them as a gesture of friendship. 
 
The report in the Rochdale Observer included a 
paragraph relating to the Scoutmasters relief in 
the fact that the boys were immune from the 
perils of what is usually described as ñgirlitisò. All 
the boys came back to camp in good time 
because as they put it, ñIf we do see a nice girl 
we canôt say anything to her, can we?ò 
 

 
Scout Master Russell and those ready to visit france 

 

Following a successful camp the Scouts stopped 
off on their journey home to visit the British 
Empire Exhibition at Wembley. 

 
The total cost of the whole excursion was the 
princely sum of £3 4s (£3.20) this compares with 
4th Rochdale (Balderstone) Troop who visited 
the Isle of Man at the cost of 25s (£1.25) 
 
The 17

th
 Rochdale (Wardle) Troop visited Ansdell 

at Rushbearing 1924. 

Championship Flag  
9th August 1924 saw 5 Wolf Cub Packs & 13 
Scout Troops taking part in the annual 
Championship Flag competitions.  
 
Following a parade from the Town Hall square 
led by the District Commissioner Mr Bryning the 
event was run in the Vicarage Field next to the 
Rochdale Parish Church. The judging was done 
by Commissioners and Scouters from the 
Oldham Association. 
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2nd Rochdale Cubs with their mascot ñPeggyò who won the 

Cub Championship Flag Competition 

Annual Gilwell reunion 
In September 1924 two members of the 1

st
 

Gilwell Park Troop and Pack who had qualified at 
Dunham Park for their Wood Badges having 
completed their Scouterôs training joined a 
reunion of around 130 others at which Mr JH 
Wilson the Camp Chief from Gilwell Park was the 
principle guest. 

Scouts serve the community 
The Empire Day parade held in May of 1924 was 
organised by the Rochdale Boy Scouts 
Association and saw representatives of the entire 
Townôs youth organisations taking part.  
 
In September 1924 Milnrow Troop handed over 
£1 to the funds of the Rochdale Infirmary as a 
result of a charity comic cricket match which they 
organised. 
 
In November 1924 Scouts help to distribute 
leaflets around the area for National Health 
Week ï well the scouts got fitter out of the 
exercise even if the leaflets were treated as junk 
mail as we know it today! This continued for a 
number of years as a mention of the activity is 
recorded in 1933. 
 

 
 
Christmas 1924 was very busy. It saw 
Lowerplace District (The Rochdale Association at 
this time was divided into smaller areas.) hold a 
Christmas Eve Party for 25 poor children,  

 
30

th
 Rochdale (St Lukeôs) held a potato pie 

supper for children ï gifts of apples, oranges, 
sweets etc were handed to them when they left 
.These had been funded by a self denial week 
and with parentôs donations.  
 
The 4

th
 Rochdale (Balderstone) Rover Scouts 

ran a Christmas Day breakfast for 50 boys & 
girls. 
 

 
 
The 2

nd
 Rochdale had a Christmas tree laden 

with oranges, candles, toys and crackers when 
30 poor children attended their supper.  
 
The Burnage Troop assisted Santa to visit the 
homes of the poor children by helping with the 
use of their trek cart. 
 
In 1927 a Scouts employment bureau was set up 
in Rochdale. 
 
Also in 1927 the Rochdale Association wrote a 
public letter which was also sent to the Mayor, 
the Member of Parliament, the Rochdale 
Observer and the secretary of the Christian 
Union protesting about the proposed increase of 
facilities for gambling by the setting up of  
greyhound racing in the town, believing that the 
work of the Boy Scout Movement and other 
organisations engaging in the building up of 
characters among the youth of Rochdale would 
be seriously hampered by such a step. 

 
In May 1927 Scouts supported the Townôs clean 
up campaign. 
 

A time for new Headquarters 
The First Rochdale left their rooms in Haynes 
Street around 1920 and met in homes, in old 
stables and workshops, in a rented room 
belonging to a book shop in Cheetham Street, at 
the rented cottage in Healey stones, a short 
period in the Rochdale Associations 
Headquarters in Yorkshire Street and eventually 
in 1928 they returned to their old rooms in 
Haynes Street. 
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In 1925 The Rochdale Association acquired a 
new Headquarters in Moore Street consisting of 
two 40 x 60 foot army huts joined together. It was 
opened by the County Commissioner Mr C 
Gaddum and of course there was a parade with 
a Scout drums and bugle band at the front. 
 

 
The band at the opening ceremony 

 
In November 1926 Nick Road Farm was given to 
the Rochdale Association by Mr Lye as a camp 
site and activity centre. The First Rochdale Troop 
were later to erect their own hut containing six 
bunks at the site in 1931.  
 
Balderstone had, in 1925, their own 
headquarters and in 1924 the Milnrow Troop 
opened a new Headquarters. 
 

Rochdale Association re-
organises 
In 1925 various meetings were held to discuss 
Todmorden Scouts leaving the Rochdale 
Association and joining Hebden Bridge District 
which did eventually happen.  
 
The rest of the original Rochdale Association 
remains to this day except for Heywood District 
which left Rochdale in 1930 and set up its own 
Association. 
 
This, like the Rochdale Association, was later 
renamed a District first within South East 
Lancashire County and then, as the County 
boundaries were revised, in the current Greater 
Manchester North Scout County. 

Silver Cross Awarded 
In October 1925 the Silver Cross was awarded to 
Scout H Butterworth of the 19

th
 Rochdale 

(Lydgate) Troop for the gallant rescue of a boy 
from drowning and assisting a young man who 
was also in danger at Cat-Holes Clough Dam 
Lydgate. 

Mayorôs Own Troop 
In December 1926 the ñMayorôs Ownò Troop was 
started. There was in later years also a Rover 
Crew. They used to wear a yellow neckerchief 
with the Rochdale Borough Council coat of arms 
on its point. 

Rail strike does not stop a 
committed District Cub Master 

 

 
 

During the national rail strike in 1926 Fred 
Beaumont Rochdale Associationôs Secretary and 
District Cub Master walked 18 miles to attend 
one of the earliest Wood Badge Training 
Courses in Altringham. He later became a 
Leader Trainer within the County. 
 

Resignation from the County 
Scout Council 
In June 1927 The Rochdale Association resigned 
from their membership of the South East 
Lancashire County Scout Committee as it was 
considered that the scheme was too costly and is 
more than it could afford to pay,  
 
After the County Commissioner visited the 
Association meeting and further discussions it 
was resolved that  
 
 
from the end of June 1927 the Rochdale 
Association was to continue as contributing 
members of the South East Lancashire County 
Scheme on the basis of a 10/- (50p) per troop 
per annum basis until such a time as the 
Associationôs present debt is liquidated when the 
position would be reconsidered. 
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1927-1937 
February 1928 saw the beginning of the 
Rochdale Associationôs Executive Committee.  
 
The minute book for August 1928 states that Mr 
Greenwood the Associationôs Secretary offered 
to write a history of the Rochdale Association. 
(Alas whether of not this was carried out isnôt 
known as no record of it has been found.) 
 
1928 also saw the first Group Scout Leaders as 
new rules were introduced from National 
Headquarters regarding the operation of Scout 
Groups. 
 
In May 1928 there was a Scouterôs weekend at 
the Associations Camp Site at Nick Road Farm. 
 

Good Turns  
In April 1928 the First Rochdale held a ñGood 
Turnò weekend. They delivered leaflets in their 
district reading  
 

ñOur Scouts can do errands, wash up, 
chop firewood, do small repairs and 
many other little jobs. Remember that a 
Scout expects no payment for a good 
turn, he is satisfied if he has been of 
service.ò 
 

In 1932 the Scouts assisted in the setting up of 
the Rochdale boys club, 
 
Also in 1932 the Associations Headquarters was 
put at the disposal of the Rotary Club for use of 
the unemployed ñsubject to them arranging 
proper control.ò 
 
The Rovers in June 1932 assisted at the opening 
of Denehurst homes in Rochdale. 
 
In November 1932 assistance was provided to a 
scheme set up to collect spare clothing and for 
its distribution to the needy of the town. 
 
The Mayor thanked the Scouts at Christmas 
1932 for their help in distributing Christmas 
Meals 
 
In 1934 according to the Associations minute 
book the Scouts gave a physical drill display at 
the Rochdale Blind Carnival. 

Scouts Week 
In 1928 and in subsequent years records show 
that a ñScouts Weekò was held in Rochdale. 
There was an ambulance competition, St 
Georgeôs Day Service, a Troop good turn day, 
open nights, exhibitions of activities, campfires 

held at the Rochdale Infirmary and the Crippled 
Childrenôs Home along with a massed parade. 

Scouts to the rescue 
In June 1928 Castleton Scouts acted promptly 
and with great effectiveness as they tackled a fire 
in Carr Wood which at its height threatened the 
whole of the wood.  
 
They were responsible for getting it under control 
and eventually completely out. In February 1931 
Patrol Leader Henry of the Castlemere United 
Reform Troop received a letter from the Chief 
Scout after an incident of gallantry. 
 
In 1933 Albert Cryer of the 3

rd
 Rochdale saved 

the life of a young girl from drowning in the 
Castleton Canal. He was presented with the Gold 
Life Saving Award from the Mayor on behalf of 
the Chief Scout. 
 
Leslie Barnett aged 9 of St Peterôs Pack was 
awarded the Gilt Cross in recognition of saving a 
boy from drowning on July 15

th
 1932 

Arrowe Park Jamboree 

 

 
 
1929 saw 44 Scouts from Rochdale attend the 
Jamboree at Arrowe Park Birkenhead. 
 

 
 
The District hosted 500 scouts from the 50,000 
Scouts from all over the world that had come to 
the Jamboree to celebrate the 21st birthday of 
the Movement. 
 
A special rail excursion was organised by the 
Rochdale Association from Rochdale Station to 
Birkenhead. Oldham and Shaw Scouts were also 
invited to travel with them. 
 
At the Jamboree the Rochdale Contingent made 
a rush cart out of a trek cart for their display. 
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One claim is that the founding of the Boy Scouts 
took place only four miles away from the 
Jamboree Site at Birkenhead Y.M.C.A. on 
January 24th 1908.  
 
Originally Czechoslovakia was meant to be the 
Jamboree's host in 1929, but Arrowe Park was 
preferachosen in order to honour the 'place of 
birth' of the Movement.  
 
The Jamboree was a big success, although after 
a couple of days it became known as the 
"Mudboree" due to the heavy rain.  
 
Some Scouts from Rochdale also joined over 
320, 000 paying public who visited the camp.  
 
Among the famous guests was the Prince of 
Wales. 
 
During the camp Rochdale Rover Scouts 
presented Lord Baden Powell with a statuette of 
a scout as a token of goodwill which was 
presented by Rover Mate White. 
 
The Chief Scouts final message was brought 
back to Rochdale by the contingent. 
 

ñToday I send you out from Arrowe to all 
the world bearing a symbol of peace and 
fellowship on the wings of sacrifice and 
service to the ends of the earth from 
now on the Scout symbol of peace is the 
golden arrow carry it fast and farò 

St Georgeôs Day Service 
In April 1929 The Rochdale Association decided 
to hold a St Georgeôs day service and parade in 
place of the Empire Day service and parade. 
Other youth organisations were invited to attend. 
 
In1930 the St Georgeôs Day Service was held at 
3pm and 8.15pm in the Rialto Cinema. The local 
Guides were also invited to attend. 

Camp Wardens & Assistant 
District Commissioner 
appointed 
Camp wardens were officially appointed in June 
1929 at the Associationôs site at Nick Road Farm. 
 
Also Mr Fletcher was appointed as the Districtôs 
second Assistant District CommissionerError! 
Bookmark not defined.. 

The beginning of ñAò Groups 
It was in November 1929 that a decision was 
made to stop increasing the Group number for 
new Groups but to re use vacant numbers but 
suffixing them ñAò. 
 
However this has since not been strictly adhered 
to  
as illustrated in this extract from the 13

th
 (no A) 

Scout Groupôs Golden Jubilee Celebration 
Dinner Programme from 14

th
 May 1994: 

 
ñIt is said that the 13

th
 was formed in 

either the late Autumn or Winter 1944 as 
Arthur Neve remembers that it was a 
very dark and cold evening at the first 
meeting in the Park Baptist Church on 
Drake Street. He and Tom Twedale had 
decided to re-open the Group as war 
was coming to a conclusion albeit a 
rather long time away though who was 
to know it at the timeééé.. 
 
A point which is somewhat difficult to 
reconcile is that as all Scout Groups are 
numbered sequentially how come the 
13

th
 is 50 years old? 

The story goes like this é. In 1939 there 
was a Scout Group at Park Baptist 
namely the 13

th
 Rochdale which was in 

existence for many years but like all 
good men the leaders were called up to 
serve in His Majestyôs Forces leaving 
the Group without leaders. It was then 
decided to close the Group down. When 
Arthur Neave and Tom Tweedale 
opened it up again in 1944 the then 
District Commissioner one Charlie Smith 
is alleged to have said to them as they 
still had their flag ñWell as you still have 
the old Flag you can keep on using it 
instead of having to buy a new one with 
an A on itò. A great deal of effort in 
finding out whether this is just hearsay 
or not has revealed that if a Group was 
closed through war or civilian strife then 
it was said not to have closed but to 
have gone into suspense. This maybe, 
is the reason that we were able to 
officially keep the Group as the 13

th
.ò 
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The 29thA Rochdale Group was formed in late 
1929 and registered in 1930 they used the ñAò to 
distinguish it from the previous 29

th
 Rochdale 

which had by then faded from existence. Their 
first headquarters was in a disused electricity 
generating station. 

Arts & Crafts 
In 1930 a music festival was held and in 1932 a 
handicraft exhibition was staged.  
 
Also it was in 1932 that Mr Lye offered to defray 
costs for Scouts and Cubs wishing to attend  

Scouts on call 
In 1930 the Chief Constable and County Police 
Superintendent were informed that Scouts can 
be called upon in the case of an emergency such 
as a recent incident of a lost boy on the moors in 
Castleton. 
 

Appointment of Honorary 
Surgeon 
In 1930 Dr Barlow of 15

th
 Rochdale was 

appointed as Honorary Surgeon to the Rochdale 
Scouts Association. 

First District Levy? 
The Associationôs Minute book records that in 
1931 there were collections held each month at 
Troops for District funds. 

Scouts assist at Trades Fair 
On September 26

th
 1931 forty eight scouts from 

14 Groups in Rochdale carried out various duties 
at the Townôs Trades Procession. The District 
received a donation of £2  

Annual District Dinner Dance 
The first annual dinner dance for Rochdale 
District was held in 1932 and this continued until 
the late 1990ôs. 
 
At this dinner it was reported that there had been 
an increase in members within Rochdale Scouts 
and that at that time there were 29 Scout Troops, 
27 Cub Packs and 6 Rover Crews Total numbers 
of all ranks was 1,205. The District 
Commissioner CH Bryning said: 
 

ñThat at long last Rochdale had begun to 
recognise Scouting as an assetò 

Cub Masters Camp 
The Cub Masters of Rochdale held their first 
annual Seeonee Camp at Ealees in 1932, and in 

1933 the Littleborough District Seeonee Pack 
amalgamated with Rochdale Seeonee Pack. 

Princess Royalôs Visit to 
Rochdale 
In 13

th
 September 1932 the Princes Royal visited 

Rochdale and 50 Scouts provided a guard of 
honour. The Scouts were drawn from each of the 
18 Groups. 

District Jamboree 
In 1933 a local Jamboree was held at the 
Rochdale football ground when Scouts showed 
off their skills in all sorts of Scouting activities. 

Assistance from County Fund 
It is recorded that 22 Scouts from Rochdale were 
in 1933 assisted financially to attend annual 
camps by the County Scout Council Fund. 

Scout Camping Shield 
A grand shield was presented by the District 
Commissioner Mr C Bryning in 1934 for the 
annual Scouts camping competition it has since 
been restored but is still in use to this day and is 
the largest of all the District trophies. 
 

 
Camping Competition Shield 2007 - The central detail is from 

the original shield 

Kingôs Silver Jubilee 
Scouting was very much a part of the Jubilee 
celebrations in Rochdale.  
 
They manned the beacon on Blackstone Edge as 
part of a national chain and the District 
Commissioner performed the lighting ceremony. 
 
They joined a large procession of soldiers, 
veterans, nurses, bands, police and youth 
groups, etc. which was reviewed by the Mayor 
and Mayoress and civic dignitaries.  
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There was dancing and singing in the Town Hall 
Square and special illuminations in the Town.  

County St Georgeôs Day Service 
In 1936 Patrol leaders from each Troop in 
Rochdale attended the County St Georgeôs Day 
Service which was held in Manchester Cathedral.  
 

 

Rochdale Association 
Registered 
It was in 1936 that Local Scout Associations 
were registered at what was at the time known 
as International Headquarters and there is a 
record that Rochdale duly registered in the 
District Executive Committeeôs minute book. 
 

Coronation  
As a special good turn the Scouts of Rochdale 
sold souvenir coronation programs in 1937. 
 
Around 150 Scouts attended the Coronation Day 
Parade  
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1937-1947 

BPôs Birthday 
Rochdale Association sent a message of 
congratulations & loyalty to the Chief Scout on 
his birthday in February 1937 

American Scout gives a talk 
In May 1937 a visitor to the Church of Latter Day 
Saints from America gave a talk on Scouting in 
America 

Scouts Employment Bureau 
In 1937 Rochdale Scouts set up their own 
employment bureau to help its members find 
work. 

District HQ is let 
After much searching for interested parties the 
use of Moore Street HQ discontinued when it 
was let to Pentecostal Mission Society as costs 
to upkeep it were causing financial difficulties 
during 1937. It was eventually sold in 1938. 

Association re-organises again  
In January 1938 the Rochdale Association 
decided to divide again into separate Districts 
each looked after by an Assistant District 
Commissioner.  

Old Scouts 
Rochdale Old Scouts Association was formed 
during 1938 and this became BP Guild of Old 
Scouts in 1949 and eventually Scout Fellowship 
as it is in 2007. 

Boy Scouts Appeal 
In May 1938 Rochdale had an appeal for funds 
to go towards the Boy Scouts National Appeal for 
Headquartersô Funds.  
 
Each Group made collections at open evenings 
and the District Commissioner sent out appeal 
letters to civic leaders and captains of local 
industry. 
 
The grand total amounted to £227 which was 
forwarded to National Headquarters. 

District Camp Site 
In December 1938 negotiations started to 
acquire Bamford Hall and its 53 acres of land on 
Bury Road as a Local Scout Camp Site along 
with both Heywood and Bury Associations. 
 

In March 1939 Lord Somers (The Deputy Chief 
Scout) visited Bamford Hall accompanied by 
Major Pilkington the County Commissioner of 
South East Lancashire and the Mayors of both 
Heywood and Rochdale. The visit had been 
arranged as it had been hoped that the site 
would have by this time been owned Scouting. 
 

 
 
Mr F Lye who had provided the first camp site for 
Rochdale Scouts at Nick Road Farm was 
presented to Lord Somers. 
 
The outbreak of war unfortunately meant that the 
substantial grant that was hoped to be received 
from the National Fitness Council did not 
materialise and the site was not purchased. 
 
The minute book of the 1940ôs shows that in 
1941 Rochdale Scouts were camping at 
Ashworth Valley an entry in the records of 
January 1943 indicates that the Parks 
Superintendent agreed to assist in the purchase 
and planting of trees at the Ashworth Valley Site. 
 
It was however in April 1944 that the Deputy 
Chief Scout Sir Percy Everet visited Rochdale to 
officially open Ashworth Valley Scout Camp. He 
also celebrated his birthday with us during the 
weekend. 
 
Sir Percy broke the flag (which had been 
donated by the Womanôs Voluntary Service and 
was flown on a flag pole donated by the 
Rochdale timber merchant Mr Fletcher Bolton) 
and said  
 

ñ For its size he had not seen any other 
site in those he had visited not just in the 
UK but also in Canada, USA and 
Australia and other countries which were 
more beautiful. He called it the ócamp of 
the crooked creekô. 
 

Sir Percy had been at the original Scout camp 
with Baden Powell on Brownsea Island. 
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The site had been purchased for the sum of 
£1,500 but a further £1,000 had had to be spent 
on it. The sum of £1,000 had been donated by 
Sir Samuel Turner. 
 
During the weekend Sir Percy also attended the 
District Handicraft Exhibition and the St Georgeôs 
Day Service at the Champness Hall. 

Rochdale has its second 
District Commissioner 
In 1938 Alderman C Bryning resigned as District 
Commissioner and handed over to his successor 
Geoffrey Duckworth. 
 
Alderman C Byning was to remain involved in the 
Movement and held the title of Honorary 
Commissioner for many years.  
 
In 1940 G Duckworth volunteered to be accepted 
into service with the Royal Navy and the 
Honorary Commissioner took over in his period 
of absence. 

Air Raid Precautions Scouts  
In January 1939 there were 30 scouts taking on 
the role of assisting Chief Constable in ARP work 
around Rochdale. They wore tin helmets and  
ARP arm bands with their uniform, 

Scouts support refugee fund 
Scouts organised an open air service in 
Springfield Park in August 1939 in aid of the 
Mayoress of Rochdaleôs appeal for the Earl 
Baldwin refugee fund. 

Rochdaleôs Mayor invested  
In August 1939 the Mayor of Rochdale Councillor 
LW Taylor JP joins ñThe Great Scout 
Brotherhoodò as a Scout.  
 

 
 
The investiture took place in the Mayorôs Parlour 
at the Town Hall watched by the Mayoress, the 
District Commissioner Geoffrey Duckworth and a 
number of Leaders. 

 
After making the Scout promise the Mayor shook 
hands with all those present using his left hand in 
according with Scout custom. 
 
This was not the only Mayor to be invested into 
the Mayorôs Own Rover Crew. Councillor William 
Crossly JP records in the 1952 Annual report and 
year book, after his investiture that: 
 

 ñI think this happy association between 
the civic head and the Scout Movement 
is enjoyed as much by the Mayor as by 
the Crewò 

Scouts join the Womanôs 
Voluntary Service 
In August 1939 the Scouts of Rochdale joined 
forces with the Rochdale Womenôs Voluntary 
Service for Civil Defence at an event in the 
Rochdale Town Hall. 

Reunion & Scoutannica Review 
In March 1939 the 27th Rochdale (Lowerplace 
Methodist) Group had 34 attend its reunion. 
 
They also held a ñScoutannica Reviewò to raise 
funds. This was a programme of 20 turns 
providing a full two and a half hours of 
entertainment. 
 
One item entitled ñThe umbrella manò include 
impersonations of the Prime Minister, Herr Hitler 
and Signor Mussolini. 
 
Added colour (as stated in the Rochdale 
Observers article about the show) was given by a 
troupe of girl dancers attired in bright costumes 
who executed their numbers admirably. 

Camp site sold 
The farm and land at Nick Road were sold by the 
Rochdale Association in 1939 

War time PLôs Meeting 
Two months after Britain formally declared war 
the Patrol Leaderôs of Rochdale were being 
prepared. 
 
The Assistant Camp Chief from Gilwell Park 
visited Rochdale in November 1939 and 
addressed their Patrol Leaderôs Meeting. 
  
His visit was to bring home the great importance 
of the Patrol Leaders work during the war in 
keeping Scouting going in the absence of their 
leaders who were serving their country. 
 














































































